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8th Edition MLA Citation Format 
 
References are on a separate page entitled Works Cited. The first line of each entry is flush with 

the margin, subsequent lines are indented: use the hanging indent setting in Word under paragraph, 
indention, special. Chose italics for titles, etc. as shown below. Alphabetize by the first word in each 
entry (usually the author’s last name). 

 

This new edition of the MLA Handbook provides a "universal set of guidelines" for citing sources across all format 

types. Each element should be followed by the punctuation shown below. These guidelines state that, if given, these 

major elements should be included in the citation: 

1. Author. 

2. Title of Source. 

3. Title of Container, (the larger whole in which a source is located - for example, the poetry book you found a 

poem in or an article in a reference book) 

4. Other Contributors, (such as illustrators, editors, translators, etc.) 

5. Version, (if a source is listed as an edition or version of a work) 

6. Number, (if it is part of a numbered set or journal with both volume and issue numbers) 

7. Publisher, (not needed for periodicals, a Website whose title is the same as the publisher, a Website that 

makes works available but does not actually publish them (like YouTube), or works published by their author 

or editor) 

8. Publication date, 

9. Location. (online should include the URL; an essay in a book or journal needs page numbers) 

Sometimes, elements 3-9 will repeat again, if say, your journal was inside a database. 

NOTE:  With MLA 8, it is now optional to indicate when an online reference is accessed.  Some databases include 

the date accessed, others do not.  Follow your instructor’s guidelines.  Be consistent in your Works Cited list.  

Works Cited Entries: Format Examples 

The discipline of English, as well as many other disciplines in the humanities, use MLA citation format.  Below are 
some examples for formatting the Works Cited page.   
Note: Your Works Cited entries should have hanging indents. 

Book, 
Single Author 

Garcia Marquez, Gabriel. Love in the Time of Cholera. Vintage, 1988.      

Book, 
Two Authors 

Casell, Kay Ann and Uma Hiremath. Reference and Information Services in the   
21st Century: An Introduction. Neal-Schuman, 2004. 

Note: Authors should be listed in the order they are listed on the title page. 

Book, 
Three or More Authors 

Robbins, Chandler S., et al. Birds of North America: A Guide to Field 
Identification. Golden, 1966. 

Book, 
with Translator or 
other contributors 

Homer. The Odyssey. Translated by Robert Fagles, Viking, 1996. 

Note: Here are other common descriptions: Adapted by, Directed by, Edited by, 
Illustrated by, Introduction by, Narrated by, Performance by. 

A work (e.g., essay, 
short story) in 
an anthology or 
compilation 

Kimball, Jean. "Growing Up Together: Joyce and Psychoanalysis, 1900-1922." Joyce 
through the Ages: A Nonlinear View, edited by Michael Patrick Gillespie, UP of 
Florida, 1999, pp. 25-45. 
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In-Text Citations/Parenthetical Citations  

• When the author’s name is mentioned in the quote, only the page number needs to be enclosed in the 
parentheses.   

Casel says that information is changing (60). 

•  When the author’s name is not included in the quote or you paraphrase, you must include the 

author’s last name and the page number the quote is taken from within the parentheses. 

“Whose woods these are I think I know” (Frost 234).  

• If no author is listed, use an abbreviated form of the title that is specific enough to let your reader 
determine which reference is being cited. 

The Internet is changing the way language evolves (“Internet’s Impact”). 
 

REMEMBER– when you use in-text citations, sometimes called parenthetical citations, the full citation 
information must appear in the Works Cited list. 
 

 

Quotations 
 Direct Quotes 
  Word for word copy of source material is enclosed in quotation marks.  Include the author’s last 
  name and date of publication as well as page numbers if available.  
 Block Quotes 
  Indent anything that is 4 lines or longer 1 inch. 
 Paraphrase/Summary 
  This is a quote written in your own words.  You must cite the original source using an in-text citation. 
 
Information taken from: MLA Handbook Eighth Edition, 2016. 
    The Purdue OWL. Purdue U Writing Lab, 2018.  

Book, 
Later Edition 

Blamires, Harry. The New Bloomsday Book: A Guide through Ulysses. 3rd 
ed., Routledge, 1996. 

Article in an Online 
Database 

Hannah, Daniel K. "The Private Life, the Public Stage: Henry James in Recent 
Fiction." Journal of Modern Literature, vol. 30, no. 3, 2007, pp. 70-94, JSTOR, 
www.jstor.org.ezproxy.lib.uwf.edu/stable/30053134. 

Note: When including a URL, omit the http:// and https:// 

Article in a magazine 
Duplet, Franc. “How to Duplicate the Success of a Business.” Successful Jobs, Oct. 

2003, pp.55-58. 

Article (Web Page) on 
a Web Site 

Farkas, Meredith. "Tips for Being a Great Blogger (and a Good Person)." Information 
Wants to Be Free, 19 July 2011, meredith.wolf.com/wordpress/2011/07/19/tips-
for-being-a-great-blogger-and-good-person/.  
Note: When including a URL, omit the http:// and https:// 

Website (Whole site) Farkas, Meredith. Information Wants to Be Free. Jun. 2015, meredith.wolfwater.com. 

Article in a Newspaper Smith, Joe. “Winning the Superbowl.” New York Times, 15 Jan. 2016, pp. 31-32. 

Digital Image 
Creator’s Last name, First name. “Title of the digital image.” Title of the website, First  
      name Last name of any contributors, Version (if applicable), Number (if applicable),  
      Publisher, Publication date, URL. 

Video from a Website 
(Youtube) 

“Title of Video.” YouTube, uploaded by Name of YouTube Account, Day Month Year, 
URL. 


